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ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL AWARD

"Remember that there is a meaning beyond absurdity. Be sure that every little deed counts, that
every word has power. Never forget that you can still do your share to redeem the world in spite
of all absurdities and frustrations and disappointments.” Abraham Joshua Heschel

The Abraham Joshua Heschel Award, funded by Joseph Oppenheimer, is available to all
SDJA High School students. Applications must be submitted no later than March 15th. A
selection committee will review all applications and the Heschel Award recipient will be
notified by early June. The award will be presented at the Maimonides Celebration.

Academic Criteria: The applicant must demonstrate the following:

1. Secular and Jewish community involvement, volunteerism, political activism, and/or
mentoring.

2. Explain Heschel's teachings and the connection to applicant’s life as evidenced in the
required essay.

2. While a high GPA is not necessary, the student must have, at least, a 2.5 GPA in their
high school Judaic and Hebrew coursework.

Application criteria: Any interested candidate must submit the following information:

1. A complete application

2. Information regarding Judaic academics and corresponding transcripts or report
cards.

3. Tikkun Olam involvement in the Jewish and secular communities and corresponding
letter(s) of reference from each experience which verifies the level of involvement.

4. An essay (not to exceed 2 pages, double-spaced) related to Abraham Joshua
Heschel and how his teachings apply to the student’s life.



Joshua Heschel Award: The Award winner will receive the following:

1. $500 will be given to the student’s favorite charity, to be presented personally by the
student award winner.

2. A set of books authored by and/or about Rabbi Heschel, to be given to the student
winner.

3. A framed certificate presented to the student winner.

4. Award recipient’s name to be placed on the Heschel perpetual plaque located in the
MUS Office.
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